
Information for Parishioners—A Slight Change in Direction 

St. Mary’s Cemetery, adjacent to our church, is at a crossroads in terms of usage.   

The Cemetery Committee believes it’s time to review the long term use of the cemetery land into the future. 
Currently a new burial row is being prepared and marked out every ten to twelve years.  Yes the bottom two 
rows are relatively devoid of burials but the fact is that interment rights have been purchased for those rows.  
At this rate our cemetery will be fully utilized in eighty to a hundred years.  That seems like a long time but 
one must realize that interment rights have already been sold for the first twelve rows in the eighty years 
since the first burial took place.   

In view of what a new cemetery designation would entail, the cost of this venture would be in a range in 
excess of $250,000.  That seems rather expensive but not surprising when considering what it takes to open 
a new cemetery ….. surveying, ground water drainage/tiling, soil analysis, and a surety deposit…. the startup 
would be a bit overwhelming at this time, let alone in the future. 

When evaluating the long term situation, it is important that every possible effort be made now to conserve 
the land we already have.  The Cemetery Committee is trying to come up with solutions that will lengthen 
the life of our cemetery as long as possible. Recently we were able to recover the interments rights from 
dormant gravesites to be used for future burials. This is only a small aspect of optimizing land use. 

Currently a full casket burial utilizes a land area of 4x12 feet, not counting the access aisle which adds 
another 4x8 feet.  Thus an area of 4x20 feet in all.  Requests also are received for the use of this same sized 
land area for cremations as well… those requests being for reason of erecting an upright monument.  

Cremation burials have been taking place here for forty some years now and continue to be an even more 
popular form of interment in the last ten years.  In view of the growing popularity of cremations, the 
Cemetery Committee feels some optimization can occur, particularly in this area.   

There is not much that can be done to optimize land use for full casket burials other than minimizing or 
eliminating the access aisle between rows.  Currently the cemetery has designated 4x4 foot lots (flat and 
pillow markers) for cremations. That will not change. 

Proposed changes would include…. 

1. Establishing a cremation area where lots sized 4x6 feet would accommodate upright monuments.  This 
would alleviate the need to have a larger lot just so that an upright monument can be installed. 

2. Encourage family members to bury cremated remains in existing lots that contain either full casket 
burials or cremated remains of other family members. 

3. Acquisition of a Columbarium.   This is an upright, above ground, wall type structure which is 
comprised of multiple niches, or compartments that hold a person's cremated remains. Niches may 
vary in size but are typically large enough to hold at least one or two urns of ashes, or can be as big as 
required for family interment.  Externally on the door of the niche, there is typically a plaque attached 
or the granite door is engraved with names and dates and a place to include flowers or memorial 
items.  The columbarium would offer an alternative to cremation burials below ground and thus would 
obviously conserve land space.  This method of interment would also be cost effective for the 
consumer in that a granite marker or upright monument would not be necessary. 
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3. Additionally, columbariums take up less space than traditional below ground burials. This reduces the 
number of resources needed for upkeep and leaves more room for additional cemetery lots. Overall, 
a columbarium offers a unique option that can benefit the customer, the cemetery, and the 
environment.  Depending on the size of the unit these can have anywhere from 20 to over a hundred 
niches for urns.  Below is an example of a columbarium with 48 niches (24 on each sides) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cemetery Committee does not want to make wholesale changes in the existing land use but it realizes 
that some tweaking will make for a more effectively run cemetery.  The Committee feels now is the time to 
effect changes that optimize the use of cemetery land to extend the cemetery’s timeline to say 120 years.   

The Cemetery Committee realizes that many parishioners have already purchased unused interment rights 
and perhaps feel committed to fulfilling that commitment.  If you, as an interment rights holder of an 
unused lot, feel that one of the previously named proposals is a more suitable fit for you, the Cemetery 
Committee would abide by your wishes and make the corresponding changes to a previous agreement.   

As parishioners and interment rights holders, in the area below, the Cemetery Committee would like to hear 
from all of you.  In informal discussions with some parishioners there is support for these options in our 
cemetery.  But we need to hear from a larger group.  Please let the committee know your thoughts about 
the proposals.  It would help in making the final decisions on cemetery land use with confidence.  

Christine Recoskie, Julie-Ann Yaskolskie, Dave Burchat, Lawrence Coulas, Ed Chippior, Richard Shulist 

Write your thoughts below on what/how you feel about the proposed options being expressed above.  Hand this 
in on the collection plate or email your thoughts to stmaryscemeteries@gmail.com    Thank you for doing this. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you ever consider having your ashes interred in a Columbarium ? ______________ 

Your name (optional) _____________________________________ 

Sample Engravings 


